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The BULIETIH of ths Archaeological Society of Central
Hew York is published monthly, except during July and August,
in the interest of all phases of archaeological and historical

endeaver pertaining to central Nev/ York State. Regular, meet

ings .of the A,. S, .0. H-i Y. are convened at 8500 P.M, .on'the

second Thursday of. each month at the- Cayuga Museum of History
and Art, Auburn, H. Y,. ' , ' ^
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ROCHESTER JUNCTION '

By Charles Wray

• The Seneca nation, most powerful of all the Iroquois,
stood in the path^of French'ambition. Thus it was in the ■.

early Fall of 1687 a French punitive expedition vinder the

coiiXiand of General DeNqnville composed of- several thousand

French and their Indian allies descended upon'the stubborn
and arrogant Seneca, One of the main objectives of this

force was 'the Senbca capital Totiakton, or' Sphorituah as

it was called by -the French. Taken by surprise and being
no match for , the invading army,^ the Seneca after one .si^is-ll

skirmish near Victor, N.Y., burned their villages and fled,

-=-^'Tdday"%ddeivi‘--s-'trea]alihe---traihs'^roa'r"=das^'d3he-'-bfte''-"of'-*'^-''^^
this forgotten town and thunder to a stop at y/hat is now

known as Rochester junction. The farmers plow has long
ago iv/iped away nearly all...visible- trace of this great cap
ital of the Seneca, a town which boasted of 120 longhouses
and perhaps a thousand or more'inhabitants, Stately rows

of corn, one of the Indians gifts to the white man, now

often grow over his village, and burial grounds.

Many of history’s important men trod the forrest paths
to this town bringing presents to its -chieftans, to preach

the gospel to its people, and to’obtain permission and

guides for exploring the v/ilderness to the iv/est. The

names of some of .‘the so ■explorers, of- the new world were;

LaSalle, Wentworth Greenhalg, and the Jesuit fathers James

Fremin, Rene Galineo and Julien Gamier, (Gallnee, however,
was not a Jesuit.- - added footnote by Follett)

To this village v/ere brought many: hapless prisoners of

the Senecas, wars of'conquest and extermination from dis

tant tribes in the south 'and west, , Some .were ■ to be ■

adopted, some to become slaves, and others to meet their

fate at. J:he:.hands^of^exper^^t^L_tpr^XerSj-^ :;r5raS;

This past Spring, Mr, Harry Schoff and the author ob
tained the kind permission of the Dessman farioily to con

tinue their explorations began several years.ago on one

of. the cemeteries-, of .this -village, -Some 95 graves wore

excavated, bringing the total in that particular cemetery
to nearly 175, . A map of the cemetery was carefully pre-

Both blackpared and notes were taken on every grave,
and v;hite and color photographs v;ore ma,de of some of the

important graves,, ^ ■'

Besides the recovery of some interesting specimens,
much val'uable . informatipn was obtained. In-nearly every

I
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grave the skolotons, were oriented with;their heads to the, -
?;est8 Half of the burials wore nado in the typical Indian

fashion‘ -..flo.-xed, on, their :.sldes,;,whilc the other ■ half were

made-in -the extended position. ,, More,,than.,90^;-,of-the-grayes ■

had boen ;anclontly. looted-of--thoir ■useful contents such ,, ?

as wampura, glass, beads, brass kettles,-, and apparontly.. per-

foot-pipes e Tho= roiaaining^native-nade a-aatorial wad- loft-

behind s.cattered in. the ,/grave...fill'a >:, This- -looting ¥ira3 done .,
■ sonetirac’. shortly-after.;, the :.buria,-ls were nado>; -Tho graves -:
.were lGf.t 'Vini-.iolcs,ted long,;.enough for .the;, brass,-kct.tlo.s to- ..-:;,
stain bone, and: .preserve- Or.ganic/nsterial-jyo.t-not;‘SO long:- - ;
that ll.ganents'--no' longer :„c..onno.c,ted:, some of- -the , b.ono s Tho.:,.,.;-
fact-tkat ; these Ipo.ters; wore ..prinarlly; in guest p.f- y^anpuia. •
and glass beads is proven by the occasional occnarrence of -

'';'"~~bbhdsa^iir'.thGf din;t'^’ihs idehthos-kU;ll“s'-¥dii-le-7nono; ■ .or hnorply-"'^ -
a fov/-- ronained., scattered, in- the;-grave flllfl, ; All., of thesoa. ; ,
looted •• graves' v/ero .capped -by an unbroken layer of-dark,.-,

humus .for forrest. mould resulting}, from the. accuiaulatlon of'

organic.-:material in-the depressions . over . these. graves .a .

prior to,..tho' clearing of .the..,land.-and -its- subsequent cul-.
tivation*

’Relatively-few male skeletons .Vi/oro: discovered this.
might suggest that some of the men probably died while
away from hone* The undisturbed graves of men usually
contained one or more, pipes, O'ithor'of na-tiyo or European

manufactvire, flintlock muskets-, sparo gun parts, fire-

making sots, bone and stone tools, kettles of food and

frequently; belts of-wanpuja.-,-Women, on tho pthcr.hand,, ^

seldom, had.'more,fhah a kettle' of food, an, iron .axeY. .And .,
occas'.i;ohally,.'ah ’orhamontal antler’ comb-* 'Chlldfcn’s.
■grave’s .we,rp, usually., lavishly endpwod'v;/lth bcads’and .prnar-
ments and’';tho ,'upual/brass kettle;, or'iron pail pf^fppd# ’

.Jesuit material was not as' abundant’-as one-mi ^t" ox- - --

pect on a mission,, .site.* , Only one, grave contained, a., crur

^;._ciflx.^and--nptm:i.or:oijffian^a^;dp.zen;had_ringS;,h3urials ; p’f ...
the ■ phf iy IVO'O' s have produced' much'mo.rh Jc’s.u’it' mhte.flhir'Y^
than/this, . This;has .led Mr, S.chpff .to, theorize that re-

ligiouS 'emblems; iv/erp. the solo property, of. .thoir owners

andmvere', not; given as gifts to the doad byhoiativos'’at. , '’

thb./timp’, offburial..; • ' '

.The'mahnfacturo of..’pottery: v/as, a thing-’of the’past,''}- /
Only ,.tv;p' ^ayos containod;,any,:pt all, "Brass- kpttloo' and Vh;.'
tin plated iron buckets were apparently oasily., obtainable ., ,

Yerifying; the ' date of the ’site' vjas; the . discoyory.-.of a,-load’.' :
seal bearing’. the date 1676 '.and the hanie of the';thoh. Du’bch ’f J
to\mi of Oston, Glass beads' ard also of use’ in/dating'
sites , ' Tho’ .typipal/bead' of tho. 1675-1687 porlPd .was' th.p ’ ’
round'pea sized f ed or'black'” glass bead', ' Only a voryfoW
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of tlio older tubular glass beads woro found.,.

Usually quite rqro on all .earlier- sites,- ornaiaental-
antler .combs suddenly bocano relatively nuiaorous, and in

teresting cxanplos of this native art .were recovered on ■

this site,. Many of those wore carved to reprosont ani

mals or humans and woro further ornamented by finely-'on^
graved linos and gqonctrleal figures,■ Some of.theso
combs worcs kctchod to illustrato this report. Pottery

pipes wore not as nuiaorous as: tho combs bu't wore repro-

sentod by the coiimion ring'bowl and boar effigy typ0.3*
Also present .were the Europea.n manufactured pouter and' ’ ■

kaolin trado pipes - tho latter bearing the initials E.B,■

Of'

had an interestingly deformed skull, another showed on-

largembnt of- tho log bones and another showed the■ results.-■

of combat. The point of a flint arrov/ was imbodded in .

thc.ri^t cheek, tho jav/s injured and the rl^t temple -
fractured. All wore healed showing that this veteran
survived his ordeal*

^5- -SJ- - ^5- ^5- -Si- -vi- -ss- -:f- -X-*^S-, * •>r *ic

Supplement to wray: Article

By Harrison C* Poliott ■

Inasmuch as tho Totiakton. .Village si to may , now bo ^ '
considered practically exhausted of burials, and all .his

tory known of it' has. boon .gathered together over a period
of 75 dr more years by. excavation, and.near a hundred
years of recorded history, we can now sot down the his- ,

tory with authenticity,

Tho site,, was first .visited for historical punpqsps'
^-;=by-^0-v^H Marahallf/fWho-was“accbmpanied=^y^a^Sbrro

in an attempt to identify the various sites,., for but very,
few of the Indian sites'wore then known of in this region.

However, it must, be considered that in 1845 or 48,-, one

hundred and fifty years 'after tho village was desuroyod.
by the French Army under doNonvillo, no Indian:who former

ly lived there a'^ould still be living, and thdroforo tho

Seneca Yiao accompanied Marshall vrould depend entirely upon

tradition of tv/o or moro generations, and as such could

no.t bo ■ thorou^ily relied.upon, and as proven obvious by
Marshall's volume in relation to. the site southY/cst. of

T.iT.in kno-Ym as tho Cleary or Butch Hollow site which tho

Sonoca told him of the location of ■,'bhe spring he rpmomber-

od as a boy when he lived there, Proving it error is tho
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rovolation by ardiaoology’- T/hich. actominos the s-ito to

have boon ocoupibd about'1625 at tho latost«_ Thup- tho^: •
good Seneca would have boon in 1848 about 180 years

..old* >

Again thoro remains a question as to whotlior this
Totiakton or that of tho site on tho Dann farm 2* miles
southwest nay have been- tho ono .idontifiod Uy tno Sonooa,

ho cited ’^tho sunkon ground where tho Indxan burials
tho fields whoru bno--Indians

a.round' oho -sidp

as

oxistodj, and tho rows-across
grow;, corn. Spring Crook, which passes ,

of tho.sit'o like that'at Totiakton, wnxch uno ; Inhi^n^
..aid

was called-Troutj moaning tho same as Totiamtcn,.; t This is

a question-that in some respects requires research beyond

—-that-4which- thc.writerras- facilities- pGri;Dd:-n:u., thiPi-timo, .

Howovor^ it is not csscntlai« ;■ ■■

■ i Probably-the first local written rocord,S'’of thc^ot-.--
■ iaktoh sito'.worp nado by Goorgo Harris, who sta'ces that... ,

. tho'- sito was,' visited by Marshall in 1847^ wnich likoly

can'bo^ relied upon as tho town previously alluded to in

conjunction with .the Dam farm site, and that tno ^’^ord
Trout as'-giVon by tho Senoca Indian applies tp thcHono-..-
oycCrook which makes an abrupt turn wcs.t tp ^ tho..,Cknospo ^
RivPrlat this location, . . : . uik -i

it is in the town of Mondon, Monroe, County,- H,'Y, two

miles 'northwest of tho villago of Honooyo
boon under cultivation more or loss for over*lOO joavs
and has yielded largo quantitios of artifact-s from tho

surface as well as from'refuse dumps and pavps.

Pour or more dcflnitoly known burial' sit6p-.oxist, _The
probably tho least inviting to tho archaeologist is .

that;upon the extremo northeast corner of the site mlch

is'covered with timber and tho soil consists more or loss-

of shale ro.ck,-and even tho gonoral a.roa l.s'not too: easy >,

ono

Burials unearthed by the. xwitor a.n early IQOO^'s and

by others totaled about 50, and estimating tho number
Gxcavatod in the interim at 30, and ;thoso;. quoted by. Wray, .

brings tlio total deceased members to. close to 300, which

ciassos tho'site as probably tho largest populated site.

in tho Sonoca Nation. In tho year 1687 it was the head- v

of tho Senocasy tho-title of which tho Sonocas hold for

ever after « -As lato as 1779, when tho dcscondonts lived ;

at Little, Board's Town near tho present Cuylorvillc, it

was knof/n -as the main Sonoca Castlo.- in 1750 vjhon tno Mo?-,

avians visited on thoir formerly occupied site, at tno; ,

junction of tho Canasoraga-Crook with tho Gohosoo River,
-

it v/as the Capitol Town, which tho Sonocas on the site
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near Genova, Kanadasaga, did not hold*

A fu;Ll’':history of . the'Totiaktqn ■Village Site would

make a largo volunio.' ,■ /• .' •

'X- % 'X- -X-’V\ -X- -X- -X* -X- , X- ' -/C'Vc-/C
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CoE;3a\micat:i.ori' ’froni Harrison G. Pollott '•

■ Recent.’ dcVolopiiicnts in; thp arolaacological field', point
to the probable-fact that’the Cayuga Indians' of tho' Genoa

Port' sito ’wcrc ta group that separated fron the Reed, Port.'
slto inhabitants of. Ontario County and ithat : they ontbrbd

Caytiga County vih the. head of Seneca and Cayuga Lakes., :.in~ ' .

ste'ad: of orlgiiintlng^in Pennsylvania at previously cl tod '

by the \ra’ltoro ; '

Exploration during 1953 is expected.; to'reveal. consider-.,: ^

able additional infornat.ion. The Genoa Port'site pcopio
' ’

preceded the Locke Port .site group into Cayuga County by
about'.75; years*'

%

‘i ■

1’- -

V ?i-:‘

A'.partly, simny day in very early spring'resulted, in.a.

report: by- Gordon Ih^ight of a day's -surfa',co;hvihtihg and'tho., . .J--
onjoynont ho . experienced in reading a certain article: of '^ ' ■ ‘

the January; Bulletin.', . ' ' . '

■--r—Ger4on—reports-a-fl-nd--of-4-triangle arrowpoints,. 4; S.. :
rins {of v/hat?),. 2 pieces of brass, and a discoidal- sholli

bead. Then going to another site he found laoro- rims., pro-

sumably pot-sherds, a pipe .atom converted into a.'bead,
Not too bad,' he' says, for a Sanday v/heh ho should-havo: been

.■ in church

■ .

Recent authentic analysis of charcoal recovered .from a

■ fire pit in the ;ahclcnt' crock channel of '-tho- Lambka Lake- -
. Indian village' site; by Mr i- A,' Prank Barrett., of Almira, N,Y
proves quite conclusively Wiat the; peoplc,jyhp-first .inhab-^

Ited this place burned; wood that cxistod,,in the tdrrltpry
. circa 3000 years B.C, In ,1928, virhe'n tho writer was-oxplof-
ing the. site, he .was visited* by Dr,' Arthur C,;.'Parkcf/";thc n'.

’director of tho Rochostor Municipal Museum, whovadvancc'd. „ ■

■ tho theory that the slto was 5000 yohrs,-;old.
_ ^ _ I_

,..._.^ ThajnaltcrispOnt(15 'months-in ^cxpl<^atioh(hffthis'^sil b ■' ’
and'recovered remnants of the inhabitan-fes who';-first pc.c'n-'-'
pied it. History of the site by the writon'is .:.uhdcr( prbp**,

. aratlon and in time \vill bo‘proscntc.d..(tp -the'‘-Archa:e'o,logical
Society of Central New York for pubiication'lhvthe/Buiibtina

: ■ Eater ' oxploratioh, of an’ area that■,v/ds ■ not 'dis.turbc'd- in ■ .
1928'has reveal cd .considcrabic information ficrotoforc unr '

khoT?/n, ■ This,, together ^^vith impublish'cd-facts’ wilf furnish/'
it is- thought, some very interesting reading,, in 1 conjunc
tion v/lth the unpublished history of the 'iamous-.Lovanna ;.

site, ■ ’ '

I

•>

i j<

•f

)
r

The following is an attempt to clarify> if-'pOssibld,-'*
tho date, in-the Nqyombor,: 1952 Bulletin,that i cites tho ■.'

V

. j

■•i
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fornation of the League of the Iroquois according to Van

Yiagonan 1552 and by-. General ,Clarh l5'50-1560*- . The error

vjoll ho cleared by noting the authont5.0 exploration ,
nado in the Bcnoca Country and Onondaga and Ca.yu.ga Coun- .

ties, •

In the beginning, before a league could havo been
forned it would bo essential that at least soiao, of the

Nations involved bo settled in the .territory .long onou^ . ' ,
to warrant cause for its fornation. .

The first of the Sonpea Nation to enter what is tomod
the Seneca Country was at, the earliest 1525; Tho second
group cane in 1550. Tho Cayugas 1550 and 1585® Chan-
plain’s last attack on, the, Onondagas was in ^1615, jialch
was an incentive for tho fornation of tho loaguio* Tho

third and probable ‘cause was.the attack by tho Andastes
on the Cayugas and Senecas in 1600*

The date of the probable fornation quoted by Dr» Boau-
chanp is 1610, and is tho nearest correct according to

tho findings of archaeology. General Clark was not an

archaeologist and his, many drastic errors in tho early
history of Cayuga County as well as of Onondaga should bo

sufficient to ignore his thoory. As for VanWagenan, it

is needless to state.

• can

'X- -Si- 'X- -If-ii.X-'. -;<■ vr -/i- "/«-li- .-X- -X- -X-■X- -It i'e -x- -X- -x--X- -X- •X- It It -/<■

Comunlcation from .Nev/ton E, Parwoll

English Research yields, niss.ing- clues in search of

facts-regarding Jancstown Glassnaking, ' Prom ”Tlie Glass-

Industry” August, 1950, ' Copyright 1950 by tho Ogdon
Publishing Co® 55 Y/ost 42nd St., New'York 18. ’ '

‘ '

”Bofore -the excavation of tho site of tho Janostovi/n

glasshouse,-•-the- l-i-ttle -that -was -kno.wn of Jamestown_glas q^^
making was docuiaentary only, ' Acquired in 1934 by the

Pedoral Government and made a part of Colonial National
Hi.storical Park, the island site of the Jamostov/n Colony

and a portion of. tho mainland across a narrow inlet v&iovc

tho glasshouse was located has since boon closely studied
by tho National Park Service,.but the excavations aro not

Plans call for the eventual opon-yet open to visitors
ing of tho glasshouse to the public as a mermaneht' oduca-

tlonal and historical shrine to America’s oldest industry.

In t?ic fall of 1608, glass' furnaces had been built and

a ’tryall of glasso' .sent to England. It was not until
1621 that Captain William Norton brou^it a number of
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Italian glass workers' and within throe' months »aftor.
thoir arivall in Virginia sett upp.a dLasso Purnaco and .

make all-manner ■ of Beads and Glasso, ’ The -‘’Chiofo-om-
ployncnts wore in the Makingc of ■ heads', ^ being the money

traded v/ith the natives* •

"The excavations at Jamostovm have been-'made by
archaeologist J... O', Harrington of the National Park Sdr-:

Vico,

/// a

During the week of April'1st, 1953, Paul Mann' opened a grave:

in which a broken,piece of a china dish was found associated with

the skeletal remainsj ..with three drilled holes, and a pipe forming

the top of a celt0 (See diagram.) also a glass head one and one-^ •,

half inches long and seven-eighths of an inch in diameter from the

same grave, \ - '

Also illustrated is a native copper spear-four;and three-

■ eighths-^'inohea long'from'thevrMud--I:OCk''‘siteY’'0ayUga-Counts^,' *Ther.e'-'= ‘

may he more information regarding this .article later,'

■

... J.
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MAY IffiETING; .

caonn V. Norris,. Tonpkins County Historian,, covorpd nost

Inspiringly his topic, "Fingor Lakos Trailways". Wo arc ^

hoping ho will auimarizc his talk-for. tho Bullotin*

Wo woro' dclightod to hoar of Mr. Norris’ trip to Moxlco;.,
and especially intorostod in seeing the snail carvings
which ho broTi^t hack, Ono is reproduced on the covor,
tho other below. '..They, roni'ndod no-much of the Pro- . ^ .
Columbian Mexicari natorial-from Monto Albin, a spectacular'
city near Oaxaca, 6,331 feet above soa Icvola This -was

tho capitpl. of a Mexican war-liko tribe, the Zapotocs^
At one time .hhcr,c7wero many tomplos,- pyraiaids, tomD3,___ - .

■' courts and tiOunds, giving ovidened ^of the gccat _ city . that;,

onco existed thoro. All these ruins arc located aro^d ;

a huge plaza, wherein a corononial game v/as played with a

rubber ball, (not unlike our modern basketball) evidenc
ing again thoir contacts, with thpir lowland Mayan cities.

Tho carving that Mr. Norris has is similar^to •tho coro-

monial funerary urns,, indicating tkclr boliof- in tho

aftorlifo,. They always Show tliqir divinities in tho ■ -v

guise of warriors and -vi/ith grotosquo foaturos such as -

tho oars of tho one Mr. Norris has (bno oar has-bocn - .

broken off). Thoy always portrayed those figures |ymciot- ...

rically,standing or.sitting and tho .point.ef view is al-

ways directly.from tho front, , •-

i 1

i ■

Tho second carving was a jade imago found near Tasco* ; :

In this ease tho carving is on tho back as well as the

front, and is suggestive.of the Tpltoc stylo of carving.
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Juno lltli Mooting'

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOdETI OF CENTRAL NEW YORK

Cayuga Musouiu

Oun pr ogram cliairnan, . Floyd. Johns on, iias obtained, for

us an intcrosting speaker on the art of making oriental
rugs. Mr. M. M. Firozi,. well knovm to those of tho^^
Gonova district, will not only present this infomativo
topic, but wo are hoping ho will; also d3.splay a fow
samples *of his choice rugs*

Our second- speakcr_ is ,H. Leo Davio,-js/ho will^givc us.

an'^narysis'’6Y^'^^^ sWuctur eT^ia'H'opi^^^^ - ..KnoW'-fr^-
-

Your Bones" ,

•SS' % -ss- ■ ^ ^5- *-X--X- •jr

Much excitement has been exporicnepd during the ;past.- . r

month, both on old well known sitos and now sites,
brou^t into the focus of attention by rocoht road con-

* •

struction. Wo suspect there will be much to talk about
■

and many pieces, to examine, so bring yotir ^rocent finds ; .

and join in the discussion, • ' ' ' ^ -

July means, as it has through tke past years, an in
teresting field trip and social gathering, ' In, August
wo go visiting onco again, an excellent opportunity to

SCO a member’s collection*

* ■35- -ii- ■ */<••?<*

: •. •

- ‘ H

•JS-' -Ji-- -Ji- •35- ■St -iJ- % '‘<’r •35- -SJ- ■55- ^ *3^
•ii- ^ ^5" ■3>'•5C "/s

?Jhofi you attend the meeting bo sure to see tho out-
standing photograph exhibit. Prints have been re.coiyod,
from all around tho world, and the Fifteenth Annual In

ternational Finger Lakes Salon of Photography is tho
finost^Qho _ tO:h.atOj»

■3?' 'Is- •ih -X- '/f * it -SS- * -IS- -SS- -IS-% •/»“ */C

'feA SPANISH COIN
\ ‘ .

Tho above silver coin, Spanish 1722, was found at
Victory a year ago this' month by a youngster. Van

This is further proof that there is much yetHowell,

to bo picked up from tho fields, and we encourage
everyone to keep ’their eyes peeled and most important

-

report it to tho museum.


